
IAIA - Curriculum Committee 
Meeting Minutes 
November 14, 2017 

(Minutes Ratified 2.2.18) 
 
In Attendance:  
Sandy Hudson, Craig Tompkins, Evelina Lucero, Felipe Colón, Nena Martinez Anaya, Stephen 
Wall, Sheila Rocha, Val Nye, Jennifer Love 
 
Call to Order:  
12:35 
 
Review of October ’17 Minutes: 
Motion to pass- Evelina, Second - Sheila, Passed Unanimously 
 
New Business: 

• Accelerated ENGL101  
o Jennifer Love 

§ Takes student placed in dev. ed and puts them into a “for credit” course 
§ Specifically, for lowest scorers in the ENGL99 
§ There is a ENGL99 bridge already, so this covers those that did not test 

into the existing bridge   
§ Commonly used by CINE, MUSM… student 
§ An accelerated but compact 3hr 40 min per week course 
§ Has to hit 99 and 101 objectives 
§ Spiral objectives of both courses together 
§ Specific strategies and games designed to stack material 
§ Mostly ENGL101 assignments with 99 materials primarily in the first 4 

weeks 
§ Success rests on student motivation and instructor encouraging going to 

the learning lab 
§ Majority turn in is 88% 7/8 are turning in every assignment and learning 

lab 
§ Pass rate for standard ENGL101 lower than the ENGL99/101 course 
§ Student seem to be returning the faith placed in them 
§ Students that don’t pass their first ENGL class far more likely to not 

complete their degree 







 

 
 

o Evelina: 
§ What is the pass rate looking like for this semester? 

o Jennifer: 
§ FA17 – 6 or 7 of the 8 students are set to pass 
§ Those reaching completion of the course are prepared for ENGL102 
§ Integration of native and non-native readings 



o Evelina:  
§ Do you think this is due to the low number? 

o Jennifer: 
§ I think we could go to 15 without much difference in the pass rate 
§ But we know that the smaller the class the more effective so we could 

cap at 10 but then we might have to add another session 
o Evelina: 

§ Jennifer is a uniquely gifted teacher; do you think another instructor 
could do this? 

o Jennifer 
§ I think another instructor could do this if they follow through on the 

process including referring to learning lab and focusing on improvement 
of grammar  

§ Other instructors may want to change readings to those they know best 
§ Another instructor would have to be prepared to apply themselves and 

go above and beyond including regular meetings with the learning lab… 
o Eveline: 

§ Is the pre-req an issue to getting the student into this class? 
o Char 

§ We’re doing a lot of pilots and so it is going to take some work 
§ Dev Ed math is one instance of a specialized course we have been looking 

at 
§ We are going to be looking at data and refining description in the 

catalogue  
• Look at pass rates 
• Look at existing linked courses 098, 099/101 in ENGL MATH… 
• It is about student success and getting them moving forward so 

they don’t get demoralized and extend their time here 
• Jennifer very transparent – tell the students “you tested into 099 

but if you work hard you can accomplish 101” 
o Jennifer: 

§ That’s true we were very transparent with student in the first week 
§ Helps students who feel they should be in 101 but may have tested into 

99 
§ Does not work for student in 98 

o Evelina: 
§ So we will run next semester? 

o Char:  
§ Yes and we will look at pass rate in the next level to be sure they are 

going into 102 prepared 
o Evelina: 

§ I recommend that we continue to run the class with fewer students, 
under 10 
 



o Jennifer: 
§ Agree that looking at 99/101 pass rate won’t tell us as much as whether 

they pass 102 the following semester 
o Stephen: 

§ We would like to do the same and link ENGL101 with IDST101 course to 
be sure they’re writing about things they care about in the ENGL course 

o Char: 
§ We did see greater success when we did this with FUND101 

o Jennifer: 
§ Yes this is great when an instructor is dedicated, and I can provide them 

the materials 
§ If you have questions you can contact me 

o Char: 
§ We are fortunate to have such a talented instructor and it may be that it 

takes that level of dedication 
§ I think if we team teach with an adjunct that shadows her that might 

work well 
§ I think this is a great way to help student catch up from the failings of 

their schools before coming here 
o Val: 

§ I see this as a great opportunity that I wish was available to some student 
we have already lost because of the absence of this 

o Char: 
§ We are raising the standard of the dev-ed course and helping the courses 

to rise and meet the challenges our students face 
o Stephen: 

§ I heard a radio program some time ago about this issue of student ill-
prepared to start into college level 

§ University of Tennessee did away with their dev-ed and called it wildly 
successful 

§ Our student may come in with greater challenges then students coming 
form other institution 

§ Would like to link an English class to a couple entry level IDST classes 
o Char: 

§ Did summer bridge contain dev-ed courses? 
o Sandy: 

§ Yes, the 097 math and English prep 
o Char: 

§ We didn’t want any bridge student to fail the bridge classes so all 
“passed” but we need to look at data and see if those in the course 
tested higher into ENGL/MATH 

§ This is about social justice and serving students by getting them at the 
credit bearing classes as soon as possible so they can succeed.  

• We know that it is less of a financial strain  



• Less demoralizing 
§ Transparency helped to make the students work harder 

o Sandy: 
§ Jennifer’s uplifting attitude helps – they believe if I work hard I can do 

this 
• Course change request 

o SCIE103/L 
§ Stephen: 

• Thomas had troubles with his SP17 Desert Ecology Course 
• Problem is it took place during midterm break and thought of it as 

more of a vacation 
• Wants to change the class to require permission of the instructor 

as a pre-req to allow him to sort through the students 
• Change timing from one long trip to several short trips 

§ Evelina: 
• How will he decide who to accept? 

§ Stephen: 
• Don’t know if he knows yet wants to see if it is approved yet. 
• But some bar of maturity to insure they can handle the trips in a 

professional and academic way 
• Also wants to have some age continuity 

§ Sandy: 
• Senior student in many cases attended to complete their degree 

and had a certain attitude that wasn’t commensurate with the 
class 

§ Craig: 
• Should we put the criteria in the course description? 
• Sure they going to write an essay, interview…? 

§ Stephen: 
• I have a feeling that he will want an exchange with them before 

accepting them but other then that not too sure 
§ Sheila: 

• Has this been an ongoing problem 
§ Stephen: 

• This is the first time so there is isn’t a precedent in this course 
§ Char: 

• I think having the permission is fine but not sure he will solve 
anything completely 

§ Sheila: 
• Maybe some kind of contractual obligation that student agree to 

behave in a specific way 
 
 



§ Char: 
• So maybe that is they have to visit him before being accepted and 

to go over and sign the contract 
§ Felipe: 

• If they are acting in such an egregious way they are also in 
violation of the student handbook with is already a contract 

§ Stephen: 
• Maybe the course contract should take its wording from the 

student handbook 
o Motion to pass - Stephen, Second – Val, Passed unanimously 

Old Business: 
Announcements: 
 
Adjourn – 1:44pm 
Motion Craig, Second Evelina 


